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"Easter People"

Arthur J. Magida, a journalist, wrote Opening the Doors of Wonder, a reflection on religious
rites of passage in conversation with well-known people following various faith traditions.
Magida, a Jewish American, quotes the Harvard psychologist Jerry Bruner in the introduction of
the book: "The self is a perpetually rewritten story. We are constantly making narratives about
ourselves." Magida infers from the quotation that "we become those stories in the end - stories
which tell our lives and hint at a conclusion that we are still shaping."[i]

The stories of how the followers discovered the empty tomb could be heard as a metaphor of
how the notion of the resurrection of Jesus shaped the identity of the early Christian
communities. The crucifixion of Jesus, a capital punishment reserved for those the Roman
Empire deemed the worst kind of political criminals against their "national security," devastated
the Way
of Jesus movement. 

Many prominent followers ran away and hid themselves for fear of their lives. Yet, there were
others, like Mary Magdalene, who continued to provide leadership to the shattered community.
In the end, Mary's story of faith - "I have seen the Lord," became the story of the followers of Jesus
of Nazareth. Mary Magdalene's faith confession, "I have seen the Lord." tells us of who we are
as followers of Jesus and hints at a conclusion of our faith community that we are still shaping together.

What is our story as faith community? What is our story in relation to the story of Mary
Magdalene and her community? How do we live out the stories that we are becoming as faith
community? These are questions the story of the empty tomb challenges us to embody. Being
Easter People is to grapple with those questions and to live into the hope that Jesus is risen and
present, within and among us.

Our memories being what they are after more than 186 years of ministry in our neighbourhood,
our challenge is to struggle against selective memories. Selective memories - whether "good" or
"bad" ones - will limit us in fully grasping the extent of how the resurrection story of Jesus has
been lived out in our faith community. Selective memories will prevent us from valuing and
honouring the memories of all - "old timers" as well as "new comers." 



The neighbourhood we are called to serve has changed dramatically since 1828. What was
"global" then is now "local." Our immediate neighbours are from the rest of the global village.
Many of us have also had opportunities to travel and traverse across the global village to meet
with our global neighbours. Our country has become more culturally diverse than when St.
Paul's began as a Methodist congregation. Our immediate neighbourhood is beginning to reflect
the global village - a community of old and new peoples.

What stories do we share in our life as part of St. Paul's? What stories do we hear from our
neighbours of near and far in our life journey? What stories do we celebrate and grieve with our
neighbours of near and far in our faith journey?

What is your story? What is your story in relation to that of Mary Magdalene's? How do you live
out the stories that you will become in the end? These are questions that the story of the empty
tomb invites us to embody.

May we continue our journey as Easter People and live out those questions.  May we continue
our journey as Easter people as we live into those questions.

Peace,

(Rev.) Richard C. Choe

[i] Arthur J. Magida, Opening the Doors of Wonder: Reflections on Religious
Rites of Passage (University of California Press: Berkeley, 2006)

Date Time Worship Place

Sunday, March 20 10:30 am Palm/Passion Sunday St. Paul's

Thursday, March 24 7:30 pm Joint Maundy Thursday service Grace 

Friday, March 25 10:30 am Joint Good Friday service St. Paul's

Sunday, March 27 10:30 am Easter service St. Paul's

Sunday, April 3 10:30 am "Seeking Home" - David Barker's 

Photo Essay Conversation with Richard St. Paul's

Sunday, April 10 10:30 am Confirmation Sunday St. Paul's

Sunday, April 17 10:30 am Baptism Sunday St. Paul's


